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Bection 52, Article 3 of our Btate Constitution,
declarest

“The Legislature shall have no pover to
authorize any county, city, town or other politi-
cal corporation or lubdivision or the State to
isnd its oredit or to grant public money or thing
of value in aid of, or to any mdividual, assools-
tion or corporation vhatsoever."

Section 53, Article 3 of our State Constitution,
declaress

"The Legislature shall have no pover to
grant, or to authorixze any county or municipal
authority to grent, any extra compensation, fee
or allovance to & public officer, agent, servant
or contractor, after service has been rendered,
or a contract has been entered into, and perform-
od in wvhole or in part; nor pay nor authorize the
payment of, any claim created against any county
or municipality of the State, under any agramnt
or contract, made without suthority of lav."

It 1s fundamental lav that the comaissioners'! court
18 a court of limited jurisdiction and hss only such povers
as are conferred upon it by the Constitution and statutes of
this Btete., KHowvard, et ux vs. Henderson County, et al, 116
8w (24) 479,

Opinion ¥o. 0-779 of this depsrtment holds that
neither the county nor the road precincts of the county have
suthority to carry employer's liability insurance for the
protection of road workmen of the county.

Opinion Ko. 0-2136 of this department Heals vith

tho question of vhether or not the emiuionou' court has

1§2t and authorlty to pay a flaim for damages resulting
death of an employee of the oounty in & collision

vhile on his way to work for the county. The opinion holds
that the commissioners' court cannot legally pay the oclaim,

Opinion No, 0-1967 of this department holds that
the cormissioners' court may not legally expend county funds
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for the hoapitsllzation of a Deputy Sheriff shot while in
1line of duty,.

Opinion No, 0-2473 of this department holds that
the county is not liable for personal injuries of resd hands
received while employed by the county.

We are enclosing herewith coples of the above men-
tioned opinions for your convenience.

Article 3899{(a), Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes

of Texas, deals with the expense accounts of fee offlcars.
The case of State vs, Carnes, 106 3W (2d) 397, in construing
said article as amended in 1533, held that the expenses, other
than those expenditures in conneetion with sutomoblles, which

an officer is authoriszed to claim as deductions, are limited
to stationsry, stamps, telephone, traveling expenses, and
other similer necessary expensss, the ruk of ejuadem generis
being applied to qualify the general langusgs by the speocially
enumeratad items and to restriect its naming to expensass of
the same kind and character,

In viev of the foregoing authorities you are respeot-
fully advised that it 1s the opinion of this department:

1. The county is not 1iabls feor such hospitalization
and doctor bills and the commissioners' court is without
authority to expend eounty funds for the payment of same.

2. Bnoh hespital and dootor bills cannot be legally

oconsidered as "expenses of office” and camot be legaily de-
duwoted as such by the constable.
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